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forial were red tb the Senatel “Iic did sign the Tetter,'T think!| v -, . ¢

Senate Cnhcal lby Scnator  Eugene McCarthy Jihere were a great many lelters,| - -~

E

.(Dcm ), Minnesota, an ally of lhe had siuncd at the same timc‘
L 1Senator Fulbright in the ‘unsuc-[but he makes no excuse.”
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cessful effort to -place a 'hew Senator Fulbright expressed apoH [
" By EDWARD OBRIEN

} Chlcf of The Globe-Democrat
Washington Bureau .,
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rcommittee over the CIA.
i First, Senator McCarthy s id

&ibility which must be allowed
'on editorial pages.”
CALLED OUT OF PLACE
Then fie moved on to his main
point, which was, as he said,
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i) WASHINGTON, A Tetter t
tthe st. Loms Giobe- Democrat by
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E" See editorial Page 124

E'rRlchard Helms caused- strong
'Crmcnsm of the Central Intelli-
.gence Agency Director in the

i The senators said the head of
~+ lian exécutive branch agency
“|:should not endorse an editorial
whlch dealt unfavorabty ‘with o
“member of the Senate, . ..

:} Soon after’ the floor discus-
,, slon, the Senate was told that
S 1{ Mr, Helms was “‘sorry” for
o '|l|is “mistake” in writing ‘the
Lletter to the newspaper . and
© |} that it was the only such let-

g f, ter he had sent.

# In the furore over the letter,
some senators also criticized The
. 1 |'Globe-Democrat for the contents
' |'of an editorial which preclptat-
' .ed the epsode, .

PRAISED SENATE

The edtorial, titled “Brickbats |;
Hor Yulbrlght" and published on
{JUIY 18, commended the Senate
for rejecting an effort led by
F%Gd'r William * Fulbright
rkansas, and others,
to estabhsh a qpecia] new com-

rmmee to supervise the CIA, -
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£
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Fulbright, the chairman of the|
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
.~ |imitte, as *‘crafty’ and said he
i Jl""has been pgiven him ocome-
Tiuppance by the senate.”

CIA as *‘one of our most valu-
‘wble agencies” and said the
Senmate vote was “‘a sound vote
‘of confidence” in the agency.

- HELMS* LETTER
<o et e Jk On July 27, The Globe-Demo-
ettt | erat printed in its letters column
e & letter from Mr. Helms saying:
i' “I want to let you know my
) - | ‘Pleasure In reading the’ editorial
T Co ;"Bnckbats for Fulbright o
oL -+ |y. The Tetter went on to say
[ ' | tthe editorial “reflects so well
: ! your paper's policy of *printing
o P ' the news imparifally, suppori-
SR ~ < '], ing what it believes to be right
T v *and opposing what it believes
RS RS Yo be wrong without regard to

ApprqvBl B S 20R010AM 6,

"Senale Thursday, |, - . through the letter- the CIA was

. The editorial referred to Sen. |

. The editorial also praised the

'what we
should take up or should ' not,
take up.”

Senator MoCatthy charghd that

“involving itself in domestic
politics' for the first, time.

‘i Mr. Helms s not “chal
lenged,” the Senator said, cans
didates In future elec'tu‘ms may
be ‘flourishing letters from the
CIA attacking their opponénts.
He saild Mr.' Helms owed an

apolopgy to the Senate and should
furnish “assurance” that ' this
policy” of letter-writitg will be
discontinued.
Eight other Senators took gen-
erally similar positions, with|
varying degrees of intensity in
their criticisms of Mr, Helms, a
career intelligence professional
who moved up to the CIA" top
command only a few weeks ago.
Several Senalors indicated they
iwere: particularly bothered by |
Mr. Helms' praise of an ediborial
"referring to 4 colleague as
*cralty.” Some said the recent

CIA committee debate had been|.

conducted without * indulging in.
personalities. :
» MADE AN ERROR

Among those -criticizing” M.
Helms were Senators who have
consistently i defended the CIA
from assaui(s by Sens. Fulbright,:
‘McCarthy, and other senators,

They said in subsiance, that,
Mr. Helms had made an vcrror‘
'which he is not likely to repeat,.

' One of these CiA supporlers.
Senator’ Leverett Saltonstally
(Rep.), Massachusetis, cailed.the!
letter “a very questionshle; .
thing" and said he did not know
why it was writlen, . ‘
.HAS STATEMENT T, ;

Later he relurned to the- %nate‘
floor to announce he had mlked
to Mr. Helms by, teleplmn and’
was  authorized . m

‘n

" Mr, Helms dssures me that ,;
it is the’only letter he hns ‘writ- ¢
(en, that it was a mistake, and : 3

valw: ﬁd’ﬁ%mR

he supposed the editorial was|-
“within the limits of irrespon-|.'.

that it was entirely out of glace inothing _new or. different’

charging Mr. Fulbright with be-[% Serator
~!ing ‘cralfty’ or attempting to ad-
—_:vise the Senate on

~and T am proud to have his]

state Mr.r(Dm ), Utah, -Sam Jv. Eevin
Helms' commats, l

*'homa,. and, Milton’ R. : Young

| preciation for the remarks of the& e i

other Senators, :
FULBRIGHT STAND . !
*“My own feclings are not parti-
cutarly injured by the cdltonal,,
He said.
"“This partioular ewspaper hag!

been printing similar editoﬂala' :

for a number of years. 'Phere(l’:;

!

J t eaid | :
ﬁke to ‘kl'row'whethef the C1A; V

dlrecbnr "Wntes to all" who mm
demn him.
as shocked that & d:reqtor

‘s\mul go out of - his way to,

wnle a letter to an editor’ ol’.

& rather radical newspaper,” b
the Senator said,

“It certainly takes a radaoaij
position on foreign: policy and is
most unrestrained in its critis
cisms of anyone who disagrees

with its position, as it was in! | AL

this editorial.” -

Senator Fulbright also said:it
is "curous” that Mr. Helms en-]
dorsed The ' Globe-Democrat's
edtorial credo, which is printed
daily on the editorial page.

"] hope that M¢. Helms, is not
under the impression that it is a
Democratic newspaper'  hecnuse
'the word Democrat appears in
its title,” he said,

“It s~ anytHng but a: Demo--

cratic newspaper, ahd it never
thas been.”

Alter the main dlscnssion,
“Senator Stuart Symington
(Dem,), Missouri, who had
not been present, came to the
Senate -floor and sald he
learned of the lelter *“with
very decp regret .
“ "I have 'not alwaya apreed
with Senator Fulbright but know
him as & man of high character,
an able and'patriotic American,

[riendship, us he has mine,”
Sen. Syminplon said,

“This 1s A most unfortunate
occuryence and sone for which I

hope there 'if some explana-|. |.

tion.” .

‘No one defchded Mr. Helms for
‘wriling the lotter. '

The oplhers  oriticizing him
~were Sénators Mike Manslield
"of Montana, the Dembocratic
<Jeader; John - Stennds  (Dem.),
Mississippi, Frank, E. . Moxs

en.), | North Carolinl. A, S,
Mike . Monroney (Dem ), Okla~

(Rep,). N‘m‘h D&kotl‘l VyLde 4
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